
New initiative to support the development 
of State of the Cities Reports in Africa 
The Cities Alliance has agreed to co-finance an initiative to support the 
development of State of the Cities Reports in sub-Saharan Africa.  

African countries are currently experiencing some of the most rapid 
urbanisation rates in the world. According to United Nations projections, the 
urban population of sub-Saharan Africa will increase from 387 million in 2010 
to 705 million in 2025. 

In the face of such rapid urbanisation, countries and cities are increasingly 
seeking access to knowledge and capacity that will enable them to manage 
growth in a sustained, equitable way. 

The new initiative seeks to develop 30 State of the Cities Reports, at least 
one per country, and support the creation of an African urban knowledge 
network over 10 years. 

The aim of the initiative is to use the process of developing State of the Cities Reports as a basis for building urban 
knowledge and organisational capacity among African urban policy makers, planners and practitioners. 

It will do so by creating access to international best practice, providing more detailed knowledge and information about a 
country’s urban realities, and establishing a framework for rapidly increasing skills and capabilities in urban management 
and delivery. 

The Cities Alliance will provide $588,000 in funding for Phase I of the initiative, which will focus on three countries over a 
period of three years. 

Phase I will consist of the following three components: 

A formal State of the Cities Report project management programme that establishes a roadmap for 
developing State of the Cities Reports on an incremental basis across Africa. This includes identifying and 
securing partnership support for the activity, defining and adopting the State of the Cities Report framework for 
African cities, and mobilising institutional and human resources to support requests for participation. 
   
The development of baseline State of the Cities Reports. As part of this component, implementation 
assessments will be conducted to identify and assess countries that have demonstrated an interest and ability to 
participate in the initiative. Support will also be provided to those countries that have met the criteria for 
participation. 
   
The establishment of an urban knowledge base and network for African cities to ensure that relevant 
information from the State of the Cities Reports and other programmes reach decision-makers and city builders in 
civil society.  

The initiative will be hosted by the University of Cape Town, South Africa. The University’s African Centre for Cities will 
serve as the lead implementing partner and will collaborate with the African Association of Planning Schools, the South 
African Cities Network (SACN), and other African partners. Financial partners include the Urban LandMark and the Cities 
Alliance, with the World Bank and UN-Habitat as the lead members providing support to the initiative. 

The proposal was submitted to the Cities Alliance by the University of Cape Town and sponsored by DFID, the Ethiopian 
Ministry of Works and Urban Development, the South African National Department of Housing, UN-Habitat and the World 
Bank. It was formally approved on 12 November 2009. 

State of the Cities Reports have become internationally acknowledged as useful analytical tools in urban development. By 
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compiling current, relevant data and analysis, the Reports provide a comprehensive portrait of an urban area from a range 
of sources and can help establish benchmarks for measuring progress. They also serve as learning tools to feed public 
management systems so that policies and governance can adapt and innovate. 

The Cities Alliance has previously supported the development of State of the Cities Reports in South Africa, and is 
currently supporting Reports in Brazil, Mozambique, Latin America and the Caribbean. Most recently, the Alliance 
approved a proposal to co-finance the development of a State of the Cities Report for Syria. 
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