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Staff Reporter
ZIMBABWE has an urban housing backlog of one million, a Parliamentary report has
said. The estimated backlog is contained in the latest report of the Parliamentary
Committee on Women, Youths, and Gender and Community Development.
“The Zimbabwe Millennium Devel-opment Goals report (2010) estimates a shortage
of one million urban housing units, with this figure likely to increase due to increased
urbanisation rate estimated at five to six percent.
“It is a challenge to secure decent affordable accommodation in urban areas where
majority of poor men and women end up living in slums, exposing them to countless
health hazards.
“Civil servants also require decent accommodation and tenure to the properties,”
reads part of the report compiled by the committee chaired by MDC-T Sunningdale
Member of Parliament, Margaret Matienga.
The community development report added that 65 percent of all water points in rural
areas are non-functional and the percentage access to safe water in rural areas
decreased from 70 percent in 1999 to 61 percent in 2009. Another report by the
Portfolio Committee on Public Works and National Housing said despite the
accommodation crisis, after decades of no meaningful development, the housing
sector had become quite active.
Last year the government allocated US$25 million towards a national housing loan
facility, which leveraged partnerships between the Ministry and six local authorities,
cooperatives and other investors in order to address the acute shortage of serviced
residential stands nationally.
But in terms of public works, the Public Works Ministry, which is the construction and
maintenance arm of government faced difficulties in executing its mandate mainly
due to lack of skilled labour.
“The Ministry had a 19 percent vacancy rate as of September 2010 and experienced
challenges in retaining staff in its technical sections. For instance, it currently has two
out of an establishment of 28 architects and most engineers have less than a year’s
experience turning it into a training ground,” said the report.

